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Craft 
and 
Genre

Comic book realism is a term and proposed new genre 
introduced in the 2010 paper “Comic Book Realism: Form and 
Genre in Junot Díaz’s The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao" by 

Daniel Bautista, published by The Journal of the Fantastic in 
the Arts. Daniel Bautista defines comic book realism as:

“...a mix of sf, fantasy, comic books, and gritty realism 
subversively reworks a strong tradition of magical realism in 

Latin American and Latino writing. The result is a new kind of 
genre, which I am calling “comic book realism,” that irreverently 
mixes realism and popular culture in an attempt to capture the 
bewildering variety of cultural influences that define the lives of 

Díaz’s Dominican-American protagonists.”



1. How does To Love Like Venus inhabit this 
genre "comic book realism"? How does the 

reader experience contribute to how a book 
might be classified for a bookshelf?

2. This story inhabits a different experience 
of time. In what ways does it accomplish this?

CRAFT
 and 
GENRE
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1. Discuss how Venus the planet is used as a mannequin 
and a mirror for the female body of characters and 

planet earth.

2. What human health condition in Alita’s data sets is a 
science fiction artifact? How is it based on real concerns 

for humans today?

3. How do the “invisible” health conditions of 
characters (illnesses they manage privately) affect how 
they navigate life? What are some barriers they face in 

managing it? How do they cope? Do they experience 
moments of support and lack of support?

Planetary Bodies and 
Human Minds



4. What technologies do these characters from the 
future live with that we are experiencing today? How do 

these technologies enhance, impede or complicate the 
human experience? if you're reading this in the future, 
what new technologies exist in your timeline that raise 

similar questions for society?

5. What consequences of climate change do we see in this 
book? are you experiencing these effects today?

Planetary Bodies and 
Human Minds
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Agency



1. Claire’s limitations to having her desires met are 
communicated to us through a lens of gender, class and 

suggested cultural norms. What were some of her desires? What 
were barriers to these desires? What were the consequences of 

her getting—and not getting—what she wanted? Reflect on 
how women in this book respond to loss and disappointment. 

2. Is Kaveh a “good” pairing partner? Does Kaveh respect 
Alita? Discuss how societies value what constitutes a good man, 

a good woman & a healthy relationship.

Desire & 
Agency



3. How do you think Alita feels about her decision made in the 
last roller rink scene?

4. How much do women really get when making decisions in 
this book, and how much power do you think they have in these 

"decisions"? Discuss this book with the analysis of bell hooks in 
mind on female love, notably her Communion: The Female Search 

for Love.

5. how are boundaries affirming, freeing, and limiting for these 
characters?

Desire & 
Agency
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1. Who are the Venuses presented in this book? Which 
one is experienced by each character? Consider if 

these Venuses are different goddesses/female 
archetypes or a "one" that has been fractured, 

bringing in works that chart Venus’ mythology like 
Bettany Hughes’s Venus and Aphrodite. What are the 

mortal consequences to splitting the goddess?

2. What role do statues play in depicting ideals and 
human emotional states in this book?

3. what other "myth markers" do you see here?

Mythology
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1. Are you able to see any part of yourself in 
these characters? Were you introduced to new 

worlds?

2. What human or planetary conditions does 
the book address that might activate you into 

progressive change, or reinforce the work you 
are already doing in making a better planet 

and more loving human experience?

3. Where does Alita go at the end of the book? 
The museum? The roller rink? Where do you 

want her to go?

Personal 
Reflection
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